[Effect of viruses on the host cytokine system].
The review considers recent data on the mechanism of action of viruses on the host cytokine system. The inhibitory and stimulant effects of viruses and their antigens on the production of cytokines, interferons in particular, are described. Examples of the behavior of specific viruses are given. Particular emphasis is laid on the viruses of the Herpesvididae family. The role of cytokine gene polymorphism in the pathogenesis is discussed.